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sign of emotion, to the swineherd, whom he now proceeded to
sound:
(Eumaeus, it is very odd to see a hound like this lying in the
dung. He's a beauty, though one cannot really tell whether his
looks were matched by his pace, or whether he was just one
of those dogs whom their masters feed at table and keep for
show/
'It's plain enough,9 said the swineherd Eumaeus, 'that this is a
dog whose master has met his death abroad. If you could see
him in the heyday of his looks and form, as Odysseus left him
when he sailed for Troy, you'd be astonished at his speed and
power. No game that he gave chase to could escape him in the
forest glades. For beside all else he was a marvel at picking up the
scent. But now he's in a bad way; his master far away from
home has come to grief, and the women are too careless to
groom him. Servants, when their masters are no longer there to
order them about, have little will to do their duties as they
should. All-seeing Zeus takes half the good out of a man on the
day when he becomes a slave.'
With this Eumaeus left him, entered the great house, and
passed straight into the hall where the young gallants were as-
sembled. As for Argus, he had no sooner set eyes on Odysseus
after those nineteen years than he succumbed to the black hand
ofDeath.
Prince Telemachus was the first to observe the swineherd's
approach through the palace, and signalled to him at once to
join him. Eumaeus looked about him and picked up a stool
which stood there for the steward to sit on when carving meat
for the Suitors at their banquets in the hall. This he brought and
placed at Telemachus' table, on the far side, and there he sat
down. A waiter fetched a portion of meat, which he set before
him, and helped him to bread from a basket.
Close on his heels Odysseus entered the buildings. He looked
exactly like some ancient and distressful beggar as he limped
along with the aid of his staff, and the rags that hung upon him
were a filthy sight. He sat down on the wooden threshold just

